CURRICULUM PLANNING 2009 – 10

Subject: English Literature and Language Class, 10th Grade, Proficiency Level  (“Dovrim”) 

Teachers:  Evrea Ness-Bergstein and Chaya Passow 

I.  Reading Literature  


   

The reading and  vocabulary components of the curriculum will give the students practice in recognizing words and  basic decoding skills as well as structural analysis. We will focus on:  recognizing main ideas and details;  predicting outcomes and interpreting characters’ perspectives, drawing conclusions, recognizing similarity and difference, distinguishing fact from fiction and opinion, understanding cause and effect and point of view, using context clues to understand the meaning of words, and finding information from charts, graphs, and diagrams. Discussions based on the readings in class will also focus on identification of story elements (including setting, plot, characterization, universal themes, genres), and various literary forms (writing styles, conflict, flashback and foreshadowing, transitions, etc.) .

The literature book to be used in class (see below), contains both important works of literature by leading authors in a variety of genres, as well as a selection of nonfiction texts (essays, narrative nonfiction), with accompanying activities and questions which focus on critical thinking skills.  
Students will select 2 novels for extensive reading throughout the year, for 2 book reports (one of which may be an oral presentation in class). 
. 


 

II.  Language Skills 

We will focus on the developing of the language skills of diagramming sentences, identifying the eight parts of speech, adjective and noun clauses, complex sentences, common spelling and capitalization rules, the role of past perfect as a storytelling technique.  Vocabulary lists and spelling words will be studied on an ongoing basis. 



 
III. Writing 

The class will include an ongoing writing workshop.  Assignments will be kept in a student’s log/portfolio and there will be one major project due before Pesach which will involve a research thesis related to a piece of literature that has been studied in class.

Guided writing assignments will include practice in the structure of paragraphs, essays (descriptive, persuasive, expository, narrative) , poetry, analogies, personal narratives,  letters and short stories. Through drafting, revising, proofreading and peer editing, students will improve their writing.  We will focus on the choice of words, metaphors, similes, contrasting, sensory words, figurative language, and formal and informal language.  



Texts to be used in class 
Evrea Ness-Bergstein’s class: 
Interactive Reader and Writer for Critical Analysis, Grade 10, McDougal Littell Literature, 2008  
Macbeth by William Shakespeare,  Folger’s Edition 

Mrs. Chaya Passow’s class:
Watership Down by Richard Adams 

The Merchant of Venice  by William Shakespeare

Both classes will also read supplementary short stories and poetry throughout the year.
Assessment
Assessment will be based on class projects, class participation in discussion groups, homework assignments, quizzes, book reports, writing portfolios and essay tests. 
